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complication of a slant and a tree growing
on the side of a hill is suggested to the viewer,
A third style is a tree with a curving trunk
which is supposed to conjure up a picture of a
tree distorted by sea winds. Another style
is the overhanging plant which creates the
illusion of a tree hanging over a cliff. Bonsai
with two or more trunks make up other classi-
fications. There is, fof instance, the single
root which forms more than two trunks from
the base and there is the five-trunk bonsai with
all trunks coming from one root. A seventh
form creates the illusion of several separate
trunks, though here also there is only one root.
Other styles are more exotic. For instance,
there is the lying-down trunk whose branches
go up like separate trees, the bonsai with two
or more different kinds of trunks in one pot,
and the fantastic bonsai wherein a lonely tree
clasps an enormous rock with its roots.
"The whole purpose of the bonsai is to
create the illusion of a scene or forest. In
fact, the ideal is to suggest all nature though a
single tree/* said the expert as he pointed out
with delight a decrepit-looking specimen with
its trunk lying parallel to the soil. This
miniature of antiquity he had recently picked "up